	[image: 818 We Are Here To Help Stock Photos and Images - 123RF]
Benefits of Dependency Treatment Court for Participants
Increased reunification rates 
Decreased Termination of Parental Rights (TPR) rates
Lower number of days for children in out-of-home care
Lower rates of re-entry into dependency system after successful completion 
Assigned DTC Specialist to guide participants through the system
Trauma informed intensive case management services for parents and children
Staff are trained in addiction, understand the recovery process and maintain frequent communication with treatment providers
Ongoing evaluation & assessment of participant needs
Greater linkage to community resources which allow participants to receive enhanced and individualized services
Stepping stones for a clean and sober lifestyle
	
	
		Who Should be Referred?

Parents with dependency cases and coexisting alcohol/drug problems who wish to achieve sobriety, are willingly to commit  to Dependency Treatment Court (DTC),  and have a case plan goal of reunification.
Parents may be referred by Judges, attorneys, case managers, or by the parent(s) themselves.
Contact Us
Miami-Dade County Dependency Treatment Court (DTC)
155 NW 3rd St, 5th Floor
Room # 5335
Miami, FL, 33128
Phone: 305-679-1616
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Program Overview
The goal of Dependency Treatment Court (DTC) is to help you achieve and maintain sobriety so that you can provide a safe and nurturing environment for your children. 
Your participation in the DTC  requires you to engage in substance abuse treatment and drug testing, attend frequent court reviews, attend peer support group meetings, complete a parenting program and/or family therapy, show your ability to care for your children’s needs, and demonstrate progress with any other case plan tasks and requirements. 
Your addiction affects not only you, but your children and all your extended family members. The DTC team wants to assist your entire family in the recovery process. 


	
	
	DTC vs. Traditional Dependency Court
Data has shown:
· DTC is promoting greater permanency for children than non-DDC cases.
Data has shown that participants in family dependency drug courts have better outcomes than families in traditional dependency courts. 
· The median days from removal to reunification is lower for children of DTC participants. 

· Participants who successfully completed DTC were less likely to return to the dependency system and have their children experience another removal.  
	
	
	
[image: ]DTC Team
Judge
Heads the collaborative treatment team, and regularly reviews case reports detailing participant’s compliance and progress. 
DTC Specialist
Provides intensive case management, monitoring, and advocates on participant’s behalf. Works closely with the child welfare agency and attorneys to increase the success of participants and their family.
Defense Attorney
Advocate for the parent in the therapeutic process while protecting their constitutional rights.
Department of Children’s & Families (DCF) Attorney/ Child Legal Services
Responsible for ensuring the child(ren) are in an appropriate placement until parents can provide a permanent and safe home environment.
Guardian Ad Litem (GAL)
Child’s best interest attorney that works with the Guardian Ad Litem volunteer to provide recommendations to the court regarding the children’s best interest. 
Family Resource Center (FRC) Case Manager
Coordinates and monitors services on behalf of the child(ren) and his or her caretakers. 
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